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WE CLAIM: 

1. A m«?^ftod of collating hyper-text documents, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) moruw^ng a user's access parrerns to said hyper-text documents; and 

(b) accessing s^id hypcr-cext documents including structure information of the 
accessed hyper-text documeht$: 

(c) creating a formatted vision of the accessed hyper-text documents for said 

user 

Y A method as claimed in claim 1. wherein steps (a) r (b) nnd (c) are conducted 
while the user accesses hyper-text documents. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said formatted version of the accessed 
hyper-text dobumenr is updated upon new hyper-text pages being accessed. 

4. A method as c&uued in claim i. wherein said steps are performed in background 
mode. \ 

5. A method as claimed iiNclaim 1, wherein steps (b) and (c) are performed 
asynchronously with a user's access 10 said hyper-text documents. 

6. A me.rhod as claimed in claim 1, whcr&n said steps are performed substantially in 
synchronism with a user's access to said hyper-tew documents. 



7. A method as claimed In claim 1. wheiein said forxWed version is formatted to be 
suitable for single or multiple column page printing On a primer output device. 
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8. A method as claimed in claim 7 t wherein said formatted version suitable for 
sumle or multiple column page printing comprises as many hypertext documents on 
each printed page as can reasonably fir in a space available on said each printed pace, 

9. A method as claimed in claims K wherein said formatted version includes a table 
of contents listing each hyper-text document represented in said formatted version 
wherein each enrry\in die said table of contents is labelled u-irh the position at which the 
associated hyper-text oocument occurs within the said formatted version. 

10. A method as claimed iirclaim 1, wherein said formatted version includes a hyper- 
link index of all the hyper-link references in all the said hyper-text documems 
represented in said formatted versions 

11. A method as claimed in claim 10. wherein each hypcr-link reference in the said 
formatted version is lagged wich a cross-referenhe to it? entry in said hypcr-link index. 

12. A method as claimed in claim 10, wherein said nyper-1 ink index excludes hyper- 
link references of hypcr-icxt documents represented in saidsformaned version. 

13. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the said hypcr-iexr documents are 
HTML documents. \ 

14. A method as claimed in claim i f wherein the said hyper-tcxt document are 
accessed using Internet protocols, \ 

15. A method as claimed in claims 1, wherein said formatted version is displaced in 
preview form continuously while said user accesses said hyper-cext documents. \ 

16. A method of collating hyper-text documems, said method comprising steps of: 
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(a) accessinf: said hypeMext documents including structure information; 

(b) creating a formatted version of uU accessed hyper-.e« documents wherein 
sakformatted version is characterised to . sinale or multiple column prituios such tut 
each \nted page contains as many of said SypeMc* documents « can fit 

s in an available space on a printed pace- 

,7 a metric as claimed in claim 16. wherein said hyper text document* are 
determined by \eptlr* a apecifcailon *™ » «« <* »"= OT hyPSr - K " 
document and ckn S . -id root hypcte*. documents al, derived hype—. 
, document, which arVhypcHinked from said root hyper-tex, *«— - *™ 
certain specified characteristics defined by said 

W a. method as claimed UtVaims 16. therein said formatted version includes a tab,* 
of content b*. each hye^t document represented in said formatted version 
. serein each entry in the said ubleV contents is labelied with the position at which the 
associated hyper-tett, document occurWin the said formatted version. 

l9 A. method as claimed in claim Ahercln said formaned version includes a 
liypc ,lin>c index of »" the hypeHh* rcferenaes in .„ the said hyper-tex, documents 
ae represented in said forauned version. 

* A medrod as clatmed in Claim 16 herein eacnWiit* ta *« * 

formatted v.rs,on is ta 58 «d ~i* » «»<*-« - * °V «*" h "* r - Hnk 

"„* reference, of hype,t.« documents »*-— in said formal version. 

„ A m thod as claimed in claim .6. wharein - K to— documents « 

\ 

HTML documents- \^ 



23. A method as clairoll in claim 16. wherein the said hyper-text documents are 
accessed using Internet protocols- 

5 u e> A 3>* 24 ■ A mclhod M ^\ d in claims L6, V,hcrein saW fQrraaCKd vcr5ion is di£pIayed in 

preview Term conlinuou^hilc said user accesses said hyner-texi documents. 
*25. . Apparatus configured to implement the method of claim I. 
5-506 A 4) 10 \ 6 - Apparatus configureVo implement the method of claim 16. 



27. \ computer implemented method for collating a plurality ot documents obtained 
from a plurality of sources, said method comprising the steps of: 
monitoring accesses to documents in sequence: 

recording^ contents Of a plurality of selected documents includine structure 
Information rclaungto each said selected document: and 

collating said seized documents according to a predetermined order of collation, 
said collating comprising rfianging none or more display pages according to the sizes 
of each said selected documented upon said corresponding structure information, 
wherein said collating forms a single document reproducible at least by priniii*. 



28. A computer system comprising: 

» network comprising a source of a Wity of documents each individually 
accessible via a resource locater. wherein ones \«id documents include therein links 
2K that give access to others of said documents-. 

means for monitoring said resource locater and comp.lmg a display list of said 
documents, said list .deluding the corresponding links \d structure information 
perraininu to each document: and 
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means for collating the display list into a selected order and for formatting said 
documents within said display lisi into a single printable document having 
cuaesiWding components arranged in said selected order. 

^>e^A compiler readable medium including Instruction modules arranged to collate 
for printing as a single document a plurality of documents derived from a plurality of 
sources in a network/'said modules comprising: 

a monitoring mudiHe tor monitoring browsing operation* throughout said 
network: 

no a compiling module for ^npiling a display list of selected documents 

encountered during said browsing ©persons*, and 

a collating module for collating ihe\elected documents into a single printable 

document in which each said selected document in formatted according to structure 

information derived during said monitoring moH^Ale whereby said single printable 
is document is collated to be substantially seamless \princing reproduction and to 

minimize vacant or wasted spare on any and each primed p^ac. 

f^fiy/' A madium as claimed in claim 30 wherein said medium i* one of a computer 
network, a hard disk, a floppy mslc and an optical disk. 

A I 71. A computer Vogram product having a computer readable medium havipo a 
computer program recorded thereon for collating hyper-icxi documents, said computer 
program product comprising^ 

means for monitoring a useKs access patterns to said hypcr-texi documents: 
25 means for accessing said hyper^t documents including structure information of 

the accessed byper-te*r documents; and 

mean* for creating a formatted version o>^u: accessed hyper-texr documents for 

said user- 
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